
 

 

Inside Brigflatts’ Quakers. 4. 

Welcome to the fourth edition of the Brigflatts Overseers’ newsletter. 

This issue carries the very sad news that our dear Friend Beryl Moorby passed away on the 2nd August.   

There are also bits of news on all manner of other things from something on our early Quaker history to the 

very latest in video conferencing of Meetings for Worship.   

We hope you find this issue interesting.  The deadline for contributions to the next issue is 1st November, please. 

The Overseers send their love and support to each and every one of you, as always. 
Overseers - Janet, Nick and Val - August 2020. 

   The future of Brigflatts. ..                                       Beryl Moorby, 1933 - 2020. 
   an update by Sally, our Clerk.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over this last month every Brigflatts’ member and attender 

has been contacted to give them the opportunity to 

contribute their thoughts about the future of Brigflatts in 

preparation for our meeting on this issue.  Wendy Hampton 

(North West local worker for Quakers in Britain) has kindly 

agreed to act as an independent facilitator of this on the 

morning of Saturday 12th September between 9am and 

1pm. 

 Although the future of the property of Rosebank is the main 

issue, we have chosen to look at this in relation to our wider 

vision for the Meeting.  The ultimate decision about 

Rosebank will be made at Area Meeting level since they are 

legally responsible for our properties, but as members of the 

AM, our carefully considered contributions will significantly 

aid the discernment process.  Further details of the meeting 

and Friends’ initial thoughts (anonymised) plus a summary 

of these will be sent out in late August once Wendy and I 

have met to collate them.  This meeting will be conducted in 

a spirit of worship as are our business meetings to aid our 

discernment of the way forward.  In discerning the future of 

Brigflatts, we have a significant responsibility as the Meeting 

House was so central in the establishment of Quakerism in 

the 17th century and also in order to ensure our continuing 

Quaker witness in the future.  We hope by the processes 

outlined to ensure we take that responsibility seriously. 

Thank you to those Friends who have contributed to this 

consultation process. Hopefully those who haven’t yet will 

be able to join the meeting in person or online so we as a 

community may as a body help discern the way forward. 

 

Sally Ingham. 

 

It is with much sadness that we report that Beryl died on 

2nd August but she was able to do so peacefully at home.  

She had been ill for several years with heart problems. 

 “Beryl was one of the kindest people I know” said one 

member.  Many Brigflatts people have made similar 

comments.   

When I asked Jim when he and Beryl first came to 

Brigflatts, he replied instantly “16th August 1998”!  It turns 

out this was their Ruby Wedding Anniversary.  He 

remembers being welcomed by Melvin Roberts and Val 

Finch.  Beryl and Jim have played a major part in the 

Meeting ever since.  “We never looked back.  We had 

found our spiritual home” said Jim.  They had many roles 

in their time with us; Beryl was an Overseer and did lots of 

caring for the children and other members.  She will be 

greatly missed.   

The Quaker crematorium Meeting will have been on the 

19th August while this newsletter will be at the printers.  

 

 



 

 

 

Gervase Benson: Fox’s Legal Adviser. 

George Fox was often in trouble with the law. He needed a good lawyer, and he found one in Sedbergh who would 

quickly become a leading light in the new Quaker movement. His name was Gervase Benson.  

Before the civil war, Benson was a church lawyer in Kendal, but when war broke out in 1642 he sided with the 

Parliamentarians. In 1644 he was elected mayor of Kendal and was appointed colonel in charge of the local 

Parliamentary militia. When a Royalist force attacked Kendal he was captured, but freed in an exchange of prisoners. 

By the early 1650s Benson had moved from the Church of England, through Presbyterianism and Congregationalism 

to the Westmorland Seekers, quickly becoming one of their leaders championing freedom of worship. By 1652 he 

was living at Borrett, near the hamlet of Brigflatts. When George Fox arrived in Sedbergh at Whitsuntide it was to 

Colonel Benson he was taken. Benson was soon ‘convinced’ and offered his 

services to the Quaker leadership.  He became instrumental in leading many of 

the Seekers into the new Quaker movement.  

He soon found himself in a difficult position. As a magistrate (and still a colonel in 

the militia) he was Cromwell’s man in Sedbergh. As a Quaker, he had allegiances 

that were not easily compatible with his secular commitments. He complained 

that Sedbergh had fourteen unruly alehouses, ‘the priest a common frequenter of 

them’. In 1653 his wife Dorothy was jailed in York for disrupting church services. She was eight months pregnant and 

gave birth on February 2nd to a son, Immanuel, but died a few days 

later. She was buried in the garden of their new home at Cautley 

(now the Cross Keys Temperance Inn **). Benson lost his position as 

an alderman in Kendal and his position as a magistrate, but that 

finally freed him up for Quaker work. 

His services to Fox and Friends extended far beyond legal advice. He 

wrote the first Quaker book of sufferings and the first book arguing 

the case against compulsory tithes. He was also the first of the 

Quaker leadership to visit London with the Quaker message, though 

his missionary work continued nearer home. Twice he was attacked by a ‘rude multitude’ while preaching on Rise 

Hill in Dent.  

In the 1670s Benson joined a group of Friends who had become openly critical of what they saw as Fox’s 

authoritarian leadership. A conference was held at Draw-well in April 1676 in an attempt to heal the split. William 

Penn represented the Fox group and Gervase Benson the dissident faction. The rift was slowly healed and Benson 

returned to the fold before his death in 1679. 

And what became of baby Immanuel? Some years ago I spotted in the Dent parish registers a reference to Immanuel 

Benson living in Dent with a wife and two children named Gervase and Dorothy. The children were christened in 

Dent church, so Immanuel was not a Quaker. But he named his children after his Quaker parents. That speaks of 

love. 

David Boulton. 

David is a former president of Friends Historical Society. His books include ‘Early Friends in Dent’ and ‘In Fox’s 

Footsteps’.  He is a Brigflatts Friend living in Dent. 

**Alan and Chris Clowes are the current tenants of The Cross Keys Temperance Inn at Cautley, 6 miles north east of 

Brigflatts.  In our late autumn edition of this newsletter it is planned there will be an article about these present 

tenants of the Inn.  

Alan is an Elder at Brigflatts Meeting House. 



 

Getting-to-know.....Sally Ingham, Brigflatts Business Clerk. 
 

“Seek to know one another in the things which are eternal” is one of my 

favourite phrases in Quaker Faith and Practice. Too often we find out 

significant details about people too late – at their funerals – and lament 

a missed opportunity for a meaningful conversation, for a moment of 

connection. So this is the first in Nick’s “project” to not be too late. 

 

Where to start?  

  Perhaps with some of the most significant things in my life. 

 

1. Having children 
 I have 4, all currently staying with me as I write this: Jerome, who is just 

17, and is studying A levels at QKS; Luke, 26, who decamped here during 

lockdown to continue working for the Macmillan Cancer Support charity 

from home; and my eldest two, now both themselves teachers: Megan, 

28, here on a fortnight’s holiday, and Joel who is in transition between 

his job and home in London and Lancaster, moving with his partner, 

Carly, who also works for Macmillan, and one year old son, Rawthey.  

   A house full is some people’s nightmare but I love their company and 

the effort all make to get on and play their part in helping things run 

smoothly. Even Rawthey is already giving a hand with the washing up – 

usually quite a wet experience!  

   And his appearance in the world starts a new stage in my life – working part-time so I can care for him 2 days a week from 

September.  

 

2. Teaching 
  It was this that brought me to Sedbergh in 1988 from Coventry (though I’m originally from Manchester) to take up the post as 

head of English at Settlebeck School, one of the smallest secondary comprehensive schools in England. The family atmosphere 

and possibility to create meaningful relationships with students meant I never left. Education should nurture young people. 

Sadly this seems to be less and less of a concern in educational policy, despite all the words to this effect. 

 

3. Quakers 

  I have been involved now for 40 years but I was brought up a Christian in the Church of England. Interest in the Bible and with a 

father who was a socialist, I began questioning the Church’s doctrines and values in my teens, even more so when a vicar arrived 

who spoke a lot about sin and eternal damnation.   

  At university I met a Quaker, Judy Baker, whose values I admired and I joined Leicester Meeting in my early 20s. Also being 

involved in CND, Quakers commitment to this, to peace and activism impressed my desire for faith to be active. I was pleased 

more recently to be able to demonstrate my commitment to faith in action in my involvement in the organisation of "The Ride 

for Equality and the Common Good" in summer 2018.  From quite young I was conscious of how we create a sense of “us and 

them” from hearing negative comments about ginger haired people, the Irish and Asians which didn’t match with my experience 

of these people. Quakers offered an antidote. At my first Meeting I felt I had, to use a Gerald Priestland phrase, “come home”.  

And the silent collective worship continues to provide a sense of belonging and steady me in a turbulent world.  

   But for me spirituality pervades all aspects of life – it can be found in music (for me Michael Nyman’s “The End of the Affair” 

and “Les Miserables”, especially Alfie Boe’s rendering of “Bring him home”), and equally spiritual enrichment for me is found in 

reading and walks and cycle rides, nature, the sea and friendship.  

  As we face three huge crises – the threat of annihilation by nuclear weapons, climate change and pandemics, Quaker values – a 

willingness to seek a fair world for all and outer peace, as well as find inner peace - seem all the more important.  

   Sartre penned the words, “Hell is other people”. I choose to believe in the potential for the opposite. 

 

Editor’s note:  Sally is always available if any Brigflatts Friend wants to contact her about a Brigflatts or Quaker issue.  Her 

contact details are shown on the back page of this newsletter.



 

Thought for this issue. 
  “... and all the memories came flooding back....”  On the radio 
this morning an 85-year-old widow describes her response to 
being reunited with a long-lost wedding ring. 

In this unsettling time of coronavirus many of us have been 
slid over into greater solitude, and with fewer immediate 
experiences occupying our attention, memories float forward. 
What do they do to us, or for us? How should we work with 
them? 

So many different roles they play. For some, the past 
formed our values, developed our hearts, gave us goals. For 
others, the past sits in judgement and will only be dislodged 
with special effort. For some again, memories serve just to drive 
home a sense of failure or shortfall, and positive suggestions 
are to be resisted. Perhaps it’s all down to temperament. 

 Quakers “famously” pay little attention to “sin” and guilt, 
and we grant ourselves a sense of free will; we can choose. So 
shouldn’t we actively latch onto good memories — enhance 
their presence in our minds, especially when times are difficult? 

 As a 90-year-old says to me, with firmness: “good memories 
give you roses in winter”. 

A Brigflatts’ member. 

 

New book of Members and Attenders. 
Work is well underway in producing a new list of the Ms & As of 
each local meeting in our Kendal and Sedbergh Area Meeting.  
The Little Blue Book, as it is affectionately called, is updated 
every two years and Jenny Pearman (Assistant Clerk - 
membership) has taken on this task, with the help of the 
Overseers.  Jenny has said that she has received most of the 
information she needs for the new booklet and now the details 
are being checked and collated before going off to the printers.  
We are aiming to distribute the booklet in early September. 
If you would like a copy of the new booklet, please let Nick or 
Janet Chetwood know.  The cost is likely to be around £2.00 per 
copy.  Postage will be an extra cost but Nick will hand deliver to 
as many local people as possible. 
 

Meeting for Worship at Brigflatts. 
Because of COVID-19, Government restrictions placed on 
gathering for worship have been a huge challenge for Quakers 
and for us at Brigflatts. Religion though has always flourished in 
times of difficulties and our experience at Brigflatts has 
confirmed this.  Initially we gathered on Zoom, more recently 
we have started to gather in small groups in the garden and the 
paddock. Meeting outdoors in the sunshine with the sounds of 
the wind in the trees and birdsong has been a delight.  As 
autumn and winter come we will be investigating ways of 
meeting indoors although some of our more determined 
members have offered to continue meeting in the wind, rain 
and snow!  Meeting outdoors and by Zoom have created new 
ways of working. It has also given an understanding and new 
found respect for the experience of early Quakers, who 
originally met outdoors.  Gradually this experience of meeting 
in different ways is changing us as a community, opening us up 
to the possibility of fresh ideas as we contemplate a new vision 
for Brigflatts fit for the future.  

Andy Weller 
 
Editor’s note:  If you’d like to join a Zoom (or a Brigflatts 
garden) Meeting for Worship, please get in touch with Andy 
who is coordinating these matters.  Email: ......................... or 
phone him on ....................  

Brigflatts website. 
On August 7th, Helen, Margaret and I attended our first and 

final tuition (via Zoom) in the use of Wordpress, which is the 
platform for our new Brigflatts website.  As you read this article 
the website should have gone live. 

This is an exciting end to an 8 month process AND it’s a 
fresh beginning.  Please do take a browse through the website 
and tell us what you think. Go to www.Brigflatts.org You may 
notice new and old subject matter and our thanks go again to 
IBEX Creative and all Friends who made this possible. 

In the meantime, Helen, Margaret and I are honing our skills 
on website management. We will eventually welcome 
contributions which will be of interest to the general public and 
Friends widely. Our hope is that we can all feel ownership of 
the website and keep it up to date and interesting.  We have 
yet to decide how contributions will be edited and agreed but 
this will come forward for consideration at our next LBM in 
September. 

Janet Chetwood 

UNHCR collection. 
Here is a message from Sally: 

Dear Friends  
Just letting you know we raised £395 for UNHCR. Peter Warner 
has transferred the funds to them. 
We decided to collect for the UN Refugee Agency due to a 
concern for the plight of refugees during the present 
coronavirus emergency. As COVID-19 continues to spread 
around the world, displaced families are at serious 
risk. The virus does not discriminate and hits the vulnerable 
hardest.  
Thank you for your donations.  

Your contacts at Brigflatts, August 2020. 
Clerks,  Business:  Sally Ingham, ....................... 
              Correspondence: Janet Chetwood, ........................... 

------------------------------ 
Broadband:    Andy Weller 
Burial ground:    Nick Chetwood 
Coordinators of charities and other monies: 
   Grace Ogilvie 
   Margaret Bunch 
Elders:   Alan Clowes 
   Andy Weller 

Peter Stephenson 
Funeral coordinator:  Sally Ingham 
Garden:    Margaret Bunch 
Librarian:    Peter Stephenson 
Marketing officer for Undercroft & Schoolroom:   

Andy Weller 
Premises committee: Andy Weller 

Dorte-Lis Stephenson 
Julia Smith 

Overseers:  Janet Chetwood 
Nick Chetwood 
Val Finch 

QPSW correspondents: Paul and Helen Henderson 
Treasurer:    Peter Warner 
Trustee:    David Braybrook 
Website:   Janet Chetwood,  

Margaret Bunch 
Helen Henderson. 
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