
 

Inside Brigflatts’ Quakers. 3. 

Welcome to the third edition of the Brigflatts Overseers’ newsletter. 

The aim of this little Overseers newsletter is to make sure that all our members and attenders are kept 
informed about their Meeting even though some are not able to attend as much as they’d like.   

This issue comes to you 9 weeks into the UK “lockdown” caused by the dreadful Covid 19 pandemic.  For 
many, this is a frightening and lonely time.  For others it’ll be a time of grieving because they’ve lost family and 
friends.  As I write we’ve had several cases of Coronavirus amongst Quakers in our area and one tragic death.  
Dear Tim Baynes, a Kendal attender, died on 8th April – a tragedy, if ever there was one.  He was a lovely 
thoughtful gentle-man.  Our condolences go to Monica his wife and to his two adult children, Nick and Rachel. 
 
Please do take care of yourselves and take every possible step to avoid contracting this illness.  The Overseers 
send their love and support to each and every one of you. 

Overseers - Janet, Nick and Val - May 2020. 

 

Letter from our Brigflatts’ Business Clerk.  An update on Rosebank and Wardenship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Update on Brigflatts’ Wardenship 

This is just to inform all Friends and attenders at Brigflatts’ Meeting that it has now been confirmed that due to 

Tess’ changed personal circumstances, she will not be returning as warden at Brigflatts and therefore to Rosebank. 

Due to currently living at a distance, she also will not be attending Meeting and currently there are no contact 

details for her.  

We are grateful to her for her 14 years’ service to the Meeting.  I respected her sense of commitment to the 

Quaker testimonies and her efforts to live mindful of these.  Trustees and others have offered support for her as 

she plans her future; we wish her well and hold her in our thoughts.  Overseers have organised a collection for her 

– if you’d like to make a contribution to a leaving gift to show her our gratitude, please see the details on page 4 of 

this newsletter. 

Update on Rosebank 

Work has paused on the restoration of Rosebank following the fire in there in the spring of last year.  It is 

unfortunate that the ongoing Covid-19 emergency has caused our contractor to close his business until work on the 

part-restored house can safely be started again.  There is currently no time frame for this to happen because of the 

national situation. 

The future 

The future of wardenship at Brigflatts, Rosebank and the future care of Brigflatts will be discussed with members 

and attenders as soon as it is practically possible to meet again.  I, as business clerk, will coordinate arrangements 

for this with Brigflatts’ and Area Meeting Friends and trustees.  Meanwhile a big thank you to all Friends and 

attenders for their combined and concerted efforts in taking care of the Meeting House, Rosebank, the gardens, 

paddock and burial ground.  

                                                                                                                              Sally Ingham. 16th May 2020. 

 



Basil Bunting (1900 - 1985) and Brigflatts Meeting. 
 
On 7th March 2020 a blue plaque was unveiled in Newcastle to commemorate the first reading, in 1965, of Basil Bunting's long 
poem Briggflatts, the Northumbrian poet's best-known work.  

 
This poem, Briggflatts, opens with memories of school-holiday 
visits in 1913 -1918 to 'High Brigflatts', the home of the stone-
mason John Greenbank, and of Bunting's adolescent affair with his 
daughter Margaret (' Peggy'). 
 
The Greenbanks attended Meeting. Another short poem, 'At 
Brigflatts Meeting House’ written for the tercentenary in 1975, is 
the only poem which directly refers to Brigflatts Meeting House. 
 
Bunting was imprisoned as a conscientious objector on leaving the 
sixth form of Leighton Park School. In September 1919, following 
his release, he visited the Meeting House once more. He then set 
off in pursuit of the literary avant-garde: to London, Paris, Rapallo. 
He served in the RAF in WWII, fetching up in 'the intelligence 
business' in Persia, a country and culture he loved, until banished 
by Mossadeq in 1952. Subsequently he earned a sparse living as a 
journalist in Newcastle, with occasional spells of lecturing in 
America.   
 

In June 1965, with Briggflatts finished, Bunting revisited Brigflatts, registering as an 
attender in August. He was a very occasional attender at Meeting, and did not make 
close relationships. In May 1977 he gave a first edition of Briggflatts to the Meeting. 
His name appeared on our list until his death in 1985. His ashes were scattered in the 
graveyard.  

 
His friend Jonathan Williams, Californian photographer and editor, brought the UK 
and America's artistic avant-garde to his summer home, Corn Close, Dent, and very 
often walked them over the hill to Brigflatts. It is to Bunting and Williams that we owe 
the tide of intercontinental visitors and the signatures of the literary world found in 
our visitors' books.  
 
Difficulties in reading Briggflatts? Read Briggflatts slowly, 'tasting' the words, a 
physical reading not a mind grab. It is intense: the 700 lines of Briggflatts were 
sculpted from 20,000 drafted in his notebooks. Briggflatts weaves song-like short 
lyrics into a mix of different kinds of free verse. The poem is not a narrative: it offers encounters and perceptions but not the 
author's personal details. It opens doors into the world by concrete presentation of detail and through symbolic figures - 
Alexander, Cuthbert, Eric Bloodaxe. Resist the urge to look them up: all you need is in the poem. "Let the incidents and images 
take care of themselves." BB.  
 

 
 
Pam Coren, March 2020. 
 
Editor’s note:  Pam, our Clerk at Brigflatts until very recently, set up and administers a Basil Bunting Facebook site.  She is an 
academic literary scholar, publishing intermittently on modernism in her retirement from lecturing at Leicester University. 

 



Weddings at Brigflatts!!    

There are two coming up!  Coronavirus permitting, it’s going to be celebration time! 

 

Joel Ingham and his partner, Carly Campbell were getting married this summer but this has now been postponed ‘till August 

2021 due to the likely restrictions on large gatherings as a result of COVID-19.   

Joel and Carly have chosen to exchange their vows in the simplicity of a Quaker wedding ceremony officiated over by our Area 

Meeting registrar, Suan.  

 As a child, Joel attended Brigflatts Meeting with his mum, Sally.  At that 

time, in the late 1980s, any children were welcomed and often looked after 

by Margery Henson, who was renting Rosebank with her husband, George. 

The arrival of Sandra and Melvin Roberts as wardens a year later with their 

children soon meant that there was an active children’s meeting at Brigflatts 

and Joel and later his siblings, Megan and Luke, attended this.  

 Joel met his soon-to-be-wife, Carly whilst at Plymouth University (2008 to 

2011) but at that time they were just friends. They met up again in the 

summer of 2015. Three years later he proposed on a beach in Scotland, 

although at first Carly just thought he was tying his shoe lace!!!  

 They currently live in Surrey with their baby son, who was one year old in 

April; he is named Rawthey after the river which runs past Brigflatts and 

through Sedbergh.  

The family will be moving to Lancaster in the summer as Joel starts teaching 

at Ryelands Primary School in September and Carly will continue working for Macmillan's Cancer Support team from home. 

 

  Their wedding will be in August 2021 . Further details will be sent out nearer the time. 

 

Annette and Andy will be married at Brigflatts this November. 

Originally from Oxfordshire, Andy first became interested in Quakers during 
his time at Imperial College, London and joined the Brigflatts community 
about 10 years ago where he is now an Elder.  Having spent many years in 
youth hostel management and as a teacher, he completed an MA in 
Outdoor Learning two years ago and now works as an Outdoor Counsellor, 
runs sessions on Outdoor Therapy for Cumbria University and is also 
involved in Walking for Wellbeing for corporate clients.  Andy has two 
children - Daniel, 18 and Rachel, 16.   

Annette who has three grown-up sons, hails from the “Summer Wine” town 
of Holmfirth but has been Director of The Meditation Centre in Dent for the 
last seven years.  She was first taught to meditate in High Flatts – a Quaker 
Meeting House near Holmfirth - and became an Attender at Brigflatts in 
March.  Originally a journalist, Annette worked for local and regional 
newspapers before enjoying several years as a lecturer in journalism and 
then 12 years as a BBC publicist.  She took a year out in 2012 to retrain as a 
meditation teacher travelling to India, Europe and the US before being 
invited to take up the post of Director at The Meditation Centre where 
Andy’s late wife, Liz, was then Chair of Trustees. 

Annette and Andy got together in 2018 and both they – and their extended 
families – are looking forward to an exciting new future.   

Their wedding is Friday, 6th November 2020.  Further details will be sent out nearer the time. 

 



A collection for Tess. 
Now that we know that dear Tess is no 
longer going to return to Brigflatts, 
we’d like to have a little collection for 
her to say huge thanks to her for all she 
has done for us and for the Meeting. 
Tess did so much over and above that 
which was necessary for her job.  She 
was very knowledgeable and absolutely 
passionate about Quakerism and about 
Brigflatts.  One of her many areas of 
expertise was in giving talks to visiting 
groups and in meeting visitors to the 
Meeting House.  I’ve talked to many 
people who have met Tess at Brigflatts 
and, without exception; they say they 
enjoyed meeting Tess. 
Tess, Phil and their 4 children arrived at 
Brigflatts in 2005.  They’ve given a huge 
amount to our Meeting in the 15 years 
they were with us and I know you will 
want to join me in giving her our 
heartfelt thanks and to wish her well in 
the future. 
If you’d like to make a donation to a 
leaving gift for her, please transfer it to 
our Brigflatts bank account where our 
Treasurer will collect it for passing on to 
Tess.  Bank details:  Account number 
............ and sort code ................. 
 Please mark your donation “Warden 
collection”.  If you wish to make a 
contribution but are unable to do so by 
electronic means, please contact Nick 
to discuss other payment options – 
............. or ....................  Deadline for 
donations is 30th June 2020. 

Overseers.       
 

Daniel’s Got Talent. 
Daniel, 17 years old son of Brigflatts 
member Cathy Betoin, already has his 
own established blacksmithing 
business.  He started metalwork in his 
garden when just 12 years old and is 
completely self-taught. He makes a 
variety of products, from candle 
holders to gates.  The quality of his 
work is remarkable. Contact ...............or 
phone ...............................   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Thriving Zoom Meetings 

for Worship. 
Like the early Friends, Brigflatts are 
discovering other ways to meet.  A 
lovely aspect of Zooming has been 
making contact with people who have 
moved far away or lost touch. Join us 
for Meeting for Worship every Sunday 
at 10.30 am by emailing 
.................................. 

Andy Weller 
 

Rosebank garden. 
There’s a serious restoration project 
going on!  E.g. diseased and overgrown 
trees and bushes removed or pruned, 
perennial weeds dug out and the grass 
cut. The garden now feels a more open, 
peaceful space. We plan to plant bulbs 
and shrubs in the autumn so please pot 
up any spares! 

 
Julia Smith 

 

Thought for this issue. 
“The death of a parent is like a 
perishing library – parents embody 
memories both sweet and sour, and yet 
continue to carve the path for others to 
walk in.  They keep shining their light so 
that we are less likely to stumble and 
fall even though their light has been 
battered and almost extinguished by 
the cares of this world.” 
Victor Koapeng,  Founder and Principal 
of Soweto Youth Music Development, 
wrote these words as part of his eulogy 
to Michael Stocks on the occasion of 
Michael’s Memorial Meeting in Devon.  
Michael (and his wife, Margaret) lived 
in Casterton for 12 years until 2013 and 
were both active and highly valued 
members of the Brigflatts Quaker 
community,  In fact both were Clerks of 
our Meeting at various points while 
they were with us.  After Brigflatts, they 
moved back to Somerset to be nearer 
family.  Sadly Michael became ill with 
dementia and died on New Year’s Eve.  
Nick and Janet represented Brigflatts at 
Michael’s Memorial Meeting. 

 

Welcome to new members 

and attenders. 
We’re delighted to report that the 
following 9 people (!) are going to be 
listed under Brigflatts in the new “Book 
of Members”: 

 Paul and Helen Henderson 
have been accepted into 
membership. 

 Alan Clowes has transferred 
from Kirkby Stephen. 

 As attenders, Liz Newson, Ann 
Kerr, Sam Nicholls and Annette 
Brooke. 

 Andrew and Jane Lindley from 
the North East (Jane is Val 
Finch’s daughter). 

A very warm welcome Friends! 
 

New Brigflatts Website 
To give you a flavour of what’s to come: 
the original and excellent website forms 
the core but the new site has been 
given a brighter look, new photos, the 
content updated and there are new 
contributions from Andy, Helen, Julia, 
Margaret, Nick, Pam, Peter S and Phil.  
The editing team of 5 Friends are 
working on final corrections.  Then a 
link will be sent to interested Friends 
for consultation prior to the site going 
live. 

Janet Chetwood. 
 

Your contacts at 

Brigflatts – May 2020. 
Trustee:  David Braybrook 
Clerks: 
Sally Ingham, ....................... 
Janet Chetwood, ................................... 
Val Finch, ................................. 
Treasurer:  Peter Warner 
Librarian:  Peter Stephenson 
Funeral Coordinator: Sally Ingham 
Broadband:  Andy Weller 
Burial ground:  Nick Chetwood 
Marketing officer for Undercroft 
& Schoolroom:  Andy Weller 
Garden:  Margaret Bunch 
Premises Committee:  
Andy Weller 
Dorte-Lis Stephenson 
Julia Smith 
Elders:  Alan Clowes 
  Andy Weller 

Peter Stephenson 
Overseers: Janet Chetwood 

Nick Chetwood 
Val Finch 
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