Inside Brigflatts’ Quakers. 2.
Happy New Year to you all! Welcome to the second edition of the Brigflatts Overseers newsletter.
The aim of this little Overseers newsletter is to make sure that all our members and attenders are kept
informed about their Meeting even though some are not able to attend as much as they’d like.
We have had a busy and enjoyable time all pulling together since the last newsletter 6 months ago and have
achieved much as you will see from the articles below. Progress is being made in improving the guest room,
creating a new website design, having a purge on maintenance work and much more besides. Some of these
are mentioned in this issue.
Overseers - Janet, Nick and Val - January 2020.

Our fantastic new croft rooms!
Probably the biggest news we have to share with you is the opening of the newly refurbished Schoolroom and Undercroft. Andy
Weller tells us all about it...
“On Sunday 10th November over 30 people gathered for a bonfire, fireworks and toffees to celebrate the completion of the
Undercroft and the Schoolroom project. The project is a once in a generation opportunity to provide bright clean modern
facilities for both young and old. The rooms are in the Stable Block adjacent to
Brigflatts Meeting House. The facilities include a wet room, a kitchen as well as
spacious meeting areas. Both the Schoolroom and Undercroft have already been used
for meetings of various committees from both Brigflatts and Area Meetings. In the
future the rooms are likely to be an
important facility for local groups and
visitors. The rooms will also be available
for hire for activities such as group
therapy, writing or craft workshops,
toddler parties or music tuition.
The project, which has overcome some
major building problems, has cost
£54,000 with Area Meeting paying 70%
of this and Brigflatts paying most of the
remainder. The project is a tribute to
Joan Goddard who contributed so much
to this meeting and Liz Weller who used
Undercroft
to run the children’s meeting and whose
estate made a generous donation to the project.
With continuing support from the Meeting, the rooms can provide what they were
intended to be, a resource to nourish and enrich the Local and Area Meeting, the
wide neighbourhood of Brigflatts and Sedbergh and the many visitors who come
here.”

Schoolroom

The meeting is very grateful to Phil Satchell who carried out most of the detailed planning for this project including all the
architectural drawings. David Petrie, as a retired civil engineer and the current Clerk of Area Properties Committee, has been
instrumental in making this project a success. Andy Weller and Nick Chetwood have also played an important role in developing
this project over the last 5 years.

Obviously we need a researcher!
We don’t seem to know very much about our Meeting
House date stone. This is what we think...
Phil Satchell says that he thinks “the porch isn't
contemporaneous with the main building. When the
building was stripped it was clear the porch walls are not
keyed into the main stonework (and hence the slipped
keystone). I suspected then that the date stone was either
moved or post-dates the main build. We know the court
door was hung in 1706 and my guess that that is when the
porch was built (the door is in the porch not in the main
wall opening.)”

This is what we think about the star on the stone - it gains
lots of questions from visitors and members alike. Pam
Coren (who is a retired lecturer in Medieval and
Renaissance literature) says... “The five-pointed star
(pentagram) appears in the stonework of lots of medieval
churches, and the convention survived into the 17th
century, especially among rural masons. It's partly about
the Christian symbolism of 'Five', but also because the
Alchemists used it to signify the Life-affirming and Lifegiving Spirit they called the Quintessence, the mysterious
spiritual fifth element. So maybe it was understood as that
by early Quakers and claimed as their own, as we were a
Spirit based church. For the less abstract minds in early
modern England it was a sign to ward off evil, hence used
over doors.”
However why would a group like the Quakers that doesn't
use any religious symbols, stick it on a date stone? Also the
mystery remains about why the star is crooked! Normally
the star is set square with one of the five arms pointing
vertically upwards.
Phil came up with this idea about the star...”the date stone
on Archers Hall in Millthrop, Sedbergh also carries a
crooked star.

The original date stone used to be kept in the entrance area
but has recently been stored more securely elsewhere. We
would like to have it framed and secured to a wall but to do
this we need a kindly benefactor!
Melvin Roberts thinks...the replacement date stone was
possibly installed as part of the 300th anniversary
celebrations in 1975, nearly 45 years ago.

The RIH relates to Richard and Isabella Hebblethwaite. The
latter perhaps the "Isabell Hebblethwaite" (or relative
thereof) who died in 1681 and was buried at Brigflatts
according to our burial ground records. I have half a
memory that the Hebblethwaites are named somewhere in
the building of the MH. Perhaps it's their mark or that of
their mason?”
Intriguing isn’t! Any researchers amongst our number?

Tetrapak weaving.

Overseers Fund.

Talking “recycling” after Meeting for
Worship one Sunday in spring, Nick
made a ‘throw-away’ remark: “How
do you recycle used tetra packs?”
And Dorte-Lis pipes up: “you weave
them into bins, waste bins!”
The outcome was a busy day in the
Meeting House with five people
getting involved, tangled up but
succeeding. Colourful and sturdy
bins were made with much
concentration and hilarity.

Do you know there is an Overseers
Fund for the welfare of people in our
Kendal and Sedbergh Area Meeting
(KSAM)?
The Fund is primarily for
1. Members of KSAM and their
families
2. Regular attenders of KSAM and
their families
3. Others that have a strong
association with a Meeting in the
Area Meeting.
Purpose of grants
1. Attendance at a course or
conference of personal choice that is
relevant to Quaker faith and practice
2. Relief of hardship, for example
domestic needs, furniture, transport,
and one off payments for necessary
items
3. Family emergencies
3. Appropriate educational courses
and events
4. Young Friends events
5. Support of charitable and
voluntary work by Friends
6. Full cost for Overseers to attend
conferences and courses related to
their role as Overseers.
Process
If Friends are aware of personal
need within KSAM please approach
one of the Area Overseers to discuss
in confidence the extent of the need
and if Overseers could provide
assistance.
Amount of Grant
The amount of grants is flexible. It
depends on the request, the amount
of money in the Fund, and
availability of help from other
sources such as public funds and
benefits. Sometimes a grant will
cover the full cost of the concern,
more commonly a grant will cover a
proportion of the full cost. The
exceptions are grants to children
and young people where Overseers
generally offer to pay full expenses.

Dorte-Lis would be happy to repeat
the workshop if requested.

Dementia friendly
Meeting Houses.
Area Meeting Overseers are
supporting and helping the initiative
to include all people living with older
age, or disability, or illness including
dementia in our Quaker worshipping
community. We will be doing a
health check to ensure Brigflatts is a
friendly place to be and we would
welcome your ideas.
Our first idea for consideration is to
give members the opportunity to
learn about dementia and so be
more sensitive when they meet
someone with the illness.
Would you be interested in taking
part in a two hour workshop about
this? If so, please contact Janet
Chetwood.

Welcome Grace!
A huge welcome to Grace Ogilvie
who has recently moved up to live in
Sedbergh from Stroud in
Gloucestershire. Grace has now
officially transferred her Quaker
membership to Brigflatts.
It’s great to have you join us Grace.
A very warm welcome to you.

with other Quaker meetings, locally
or anywhere in the world, avoiding
the need for long journey times and
hence reducing our carbon footprint.
It could also potentially allow
elderly, disabled or infirm Friends,
sometimes unable or prevented
from attending, to join in with
Meetings for worship or business
meetings from the comfort of their
own home. Work is imminent but
hasn't started yet.
Andy Weller.

Thanks Pam for all
you’ve done for us.
After 6 years dedicated work on our
behalf, Pam stepped down as our
Clerk on the 31st December.
We are hugely indebted to you Pam.
Many thanks from us all.

Brigflatts’ web site.
A team of 3 people, Janet, Margaret
and Helen, are busy creating a new
web site for us. Apart from updating
all the information, one aim is to
have a site where it is easy to change
details as the year progresses. It’ll
be a few weeks yet but keep an eye
on our site!

Val Finch.
We’re absolutely delighted to report
that Val is recovering well from her
major aortic aneurysm operation in
early October.

Margaret Fell Lecture
Theatre.
Did you know that under
construction at Lancaster University
is a 400 seat lecture theatre which is
to be named after Margaret Fell?
What a lovely tribute to Margaret.

Update on B4RN,
Superfast Broadband
for the Rural North.
Brigflatts is hoping to connect 3
areas to this amazing superfast
internet technology...Rosebank, the
Meeting House and the School
room. This is an exciting
development because it could
potentially allow video conferencing

Margaret Fell (1614 –1702) was a
founder of the Religious Society of
Friends. Known popularly as the
"mother of Quakerism", she is
considered one of the Valiant
Sixty early Quaker preachers and
missionaries. She married George
Fox in 1669.

Our Charity Appeals.
You may know that we have a charity collection plate in the Meeting House. But do you know who gets the money raised or how
much we raise?
Well, our charity collection policy is to support the Quaker charities which depend on donations from Meetings. A good example is
'Quaker Bolivia Link': their latest project, the 'Topohoco Food Security Project' will
improve pasture land, build fodder stores for the remote Andean village, home to 26
farming families.
But we're flexible, and one exception is the national charity 'Refugee Council', which we
support as part of our commitment to action on the migrant crisis. This year 'Fareshare'
was a new charity to us: their work is nationally recognised in helping to remedy the
growing food poverty crisis in Britain, but they spend little on appeals. Often a personal
link in the Meeting guides us - the Ewing Foundation for Deaf Children caught our
attention when one of their executives kindly came to advise us on our hearing loop.
Support for STEPS (St Andrews Education for Palestinian Students) arose following visits to
our MfW by the Friends from St. Andrews Meeting who started the charity. In 2018 we raised on average £97 with each appeal.
Pam Coren.

Letter from our Brigflatts’ Trustee.

An update on Rosebank and Wardenship – 30th December 2019.

As Friends are aware Tess has been on leave of absence from her role as resident warden at Brigflatts
since the summer. The fire at Rosebank caused significant damage to the property which is currently
being addressed along with other necessary work which was identified at that point and since.
Trustees have met much more frequently than usual in order to address their responsibilities in terms
of property, finance and employment and in keeping Area Meeting and members as informed as
possible as to how matters are progressing in what has proved to be a complex and sensitive situation.
Currently the completion of the work on Rosebank is controlled by the insurers. It is they who will
decide when to sign Rosebank off and hand it back to us.
As the wardenship is a residential post the phased return of Tess to her role is dependent on the work
at Rosebank being completed. This was originally seen as likely to be in mid-December but was
subsequently revised by the contractors to late January. However a structural issue has been identified
by the contractor which requires specialist advice and additional work which further delays the occupation of the property.
Obviously the current builders cannot wait on site and have therefore gone to other work which includes building work on houses
damaged in the floods in South Yorkshire. The extent of the delay is currently unclear but is likely to be months rather than weeks.
In the meantime the three members involved in liaising and supporting Tess will continue in their roles.
David Braybrook - Member of Brigflatts and Area Meeting Trustee.
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Garden: Margaret Bunch
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Dorte-Lis Stephenson
Julia Smith
Nick Chetwood
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Alan Clowes
Andy Weller
Peter Stephenson
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Janet Chetwood
Nick Chetwood
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Sorry to close on a really sad note but we
know you’ll want to know...
On New Year’s Eve, Michael Stocks died after a
long struggle with dementia. Michael and
Margaret lived in Casterton for many years
and were very involved in Brigflatts before
they moved to Taunton to be nearer family.
They loved Brigflatts and we loved them. Their
last visit to us was on the occasion of Joan
Goddard’s funeral in mid September.
“Michael and I often discussed how we have
been eternally grateful to have been part of
Brigflatts Meeting” Margaret told us.
A friend of Jonathan Stocks (who is Michael
and Margaret’s son) said “May the release of
Michael’s spirit, which has been gradually
going for a while, bring Margaret great rest
from holding that space for Michael”.
We share that wish and offer our deepest
condolences and love to the Stocks’ family.

