
 
 

Inside Brigflatts’ Quakers. 

Welcome to (what we hope might become) a regular 6 monthly update on Brigflatts Quaker matters.  This first issue is a 

prototype and all comments on its content and value will be welcome.  Your views are important and will influence the 

future of this publication.  The newsletter will only be circulated to those people who are in the “List of Members”. 

The aim of this little Overseers newsletter is to make sure that all our members and attenders are kept informed about 
their Meeting even though some are not able to attend as much as they’d like.  

If you’d like to make a suggestion for an article in the next issue or to submit an article, please contact me –  
Nick, ............................................................................................ 

There are lots of good things to tell you about and one sad thing too. 
July 2019 

 

  

The Paddock. 

The little tiny saplings that were planted in 2015 in 
our Paddock are growing beautifully.   

  

We repeat our thanks to all those who planned and 
helped with this project!    A good job indeed! 

Joan Goddard. 

 
We are very sad to report that dear Joan has died at 
the age of 94.  She passed away at her home with 
her youngest son at her side on 18th March. Joan’s 
ashes have been scattered in Brigflatts burial 
ground. 

 

A memorial meeting is planned and all Brigflatts 
friends are welcome (please email Janet if you 
intend to come along so appropriate arrangements 
can be organised – ............................................... 
 

Barbon Village Hall, LA6 2LL. 
Sunday, 15th September 2019 at 2.30pm 

Wardens at Brigflatts 

Phil stepped down from being a joint warden with 
Tess in order to be able to take on an extra day's 
work at Lancaster University.  

To thank him for all he's done for us over the 
years, we're having a little collection for him- just 
as we did for Melvin Roberts when he moved on 
from being the warden 15 or so years ago. If you'd 
like to donate, please send a cheque to Pam 
Corren.............................................................  

 



 
 

 

 

 

  

Summer Strawberries and Cream anyone? 

Janet and Val are organising a strawberries and cream treat for all Brigflatts Meeting folk during the school 

holidays!   

 

What could be nicer?  Nothing!   

This will take place at 3.00pm on Saturday 10th August in Brigflatts Meeting House garden.  (We’ll be inside if the 
weather is not kind to us.) 
 
Please come and please let us know you’re coming. 
 
Email ......................................or phone ............................ 
 

Undercroft and Schoolroom. 

This is a big one!  Big for at least two reasons: first it’s a big act of faith and second because it involves a big amount of 
money! 
 
A major refurbishment of the two rooms in the Croft at Brigflatts is underway.  This project has been in the planning since 
January 2015 - a horrendous 4.5 years!  But after some major difficulties with money, design, planning, contractors and the 
energy of the Brigflatts Project team, the builders are now in and the refurbishment is taking place! 

 

The aim is to have a warm, bright and comfortable schoolroom upstairs (with a kitchen provision and lots of storage 
facilities).  And for downstairs we are creating a warm, bright and comfortable meeting room.  Same descriptions but very 
different functions for the rooms!  We hope the first will be lively and stimulating and the second will be quiet and 
contemplative. 

The project is costing about £55,000 and we are hugely grateful to Area Meeting for funding around 70% of the cost. 
(We’re taking most of the balance from Brigflatts reserves.)  We are also very thankful for a grant from the Fforest Fund 

and to a donation in memory of Liz Weller, a Brigflatts’ Friend who tragically died at the age of 44 in 2014. 

What’s the act of faith?  Well, we just hope that the refurbished rooms can play a small part in attracting people to use 

Brigflatts and that it’ll go a little way to help refresh our Meeting. 

All the design work was done by Phil Satchell, Nick has been the clerk and Andy Weller is overseeing the building work.   
 
Completion is expected by September.  Then we’ll be looking for volunteers to help decorate and furnish the rooms. 
 



 
 

Helen Kapp 1901 – 1978 

An interesting Brigflatts’ attender. 

 

  

The artist Helen Kapp was a 

painter, wood engraver, 

illustrator and curator. 

 

 She was born in Hampstead , studied at the Slade and at the 

Central School in Paris, and exhibited in various London 

galleries. During the war she lectured for CEMA (The Council for 

the Encouragement of Music and the Arts, which later became 

our Arts Council. ) After the war she came to Yorkshire as 

Director of Wakefield City Art Gallery in 1951, and in 1961 

became the first Director, and in effect the Founder, of Abbott 

Hall Gallery in Kendal.  

Her home was Lune Cottage, Barbon. It 

was during this period that she became 

an attender at Brigflatts Meeting. She 

was by no means a conventional 

Quaker (if there ever was such a thing!). 

Her art tends to the light and witty. One 

of her books, Toying With a Fancy is a 

quirky set of cartoons, visual puns in 

which she ‘draws’ a common phrase.  

She dedicated it ‘In Gratitude to all who have made me laugh’. 

Her cartoons are peopled by alluring ladies in bars and fat 

businessmen on the make.  

I don’t know if she ever drew for Punch, but she should have 

done. She had, like most artists, a disturbing imagination. Helen 

left Barbon in the mid-seventies and moved to Suffolk, 

becoming a Member of Leiston Meeting. Her middle name, 

suiting her perfectly, was Babette. 

 

Pam Coren 

 

Pam Coren. 

 

  

Hearing loop 

 

 
 
We’re in the middle of a review of the 
performance of the hearing loop system that 
is in our Meeting House.  This is bit of 
electronic wizardry that enables deaf and 
hard-of-hearing people to hear what is being 
said in the Meeting Room.  David Braybrook, 
who has years of experience in this field, is 
leading the review.  We’ve already had one 
expert visit and it looks like we need one new 
microphone. 

Brigflatts Boon Day. 

What on earth is that, I hear you say! 

It’s a day when “those-that-can” come 

together to tackle a load of jobs in and 

around our Meeting House.  There is always 

a sense of camaraderie amongst the 

workers so it is much more than just a work 

party.   

 

Non workers are welcome too and often 

take on organising coffee breaks, popping 

out to the hardware shop, etc.  We usually 

have a “bring and share” lunch and we hope 

to do that on the next boon day too. 

Weather dependant, this’ll be on 
Saturday 7th September, 10am start. 
 
Please let Nick know if you can make this 

and you’ll next hear directly from him 

nearer the time. 

Email ..................................... 
or phone ....................................... 



 
 

 

Clerk wanted!! 

Must be like the present one, resourceful, patient, perceptive, 

willing to work for zero pay ...etc, etc! 

---------------------------------------------- 

Later this year, our loyal Friend Pam Coren, will come to the end 
of her 6 year period as Brigflatts’ Clerk.  Pam’s will be a hard act 
to follow but we know Nominations Committee will find a new 
equally competent replacement to Pam (hard though that is to 
imagine!) 

Thank you so much Pam for all you’ve done for us. 
------------------ 

Pam says: " I'll be saying goodbye to minutes and documents for 

a while, but look forward to more activity around our lovely site, 

particularly the paddock. I've always enjoyed walking the paths 

which wander around the trees and take me to and from the 

central clearing. It's a good 'meditation' walk in all seasons, and 

could be a useful preparation for Meeting for Worship.  Why not 

detour round the paddock on your way down the lane and clear 

your head of business? At the moment the paths are a bit lost in 

the massive summer growth, but we're intending to clear them 

soon. I'm hoping to learn to scythe and join the scything 

team. The paddock is our community creation, and it lives and 

grows with us, as our connection with the wild side. There are 

pheasant families (and foxes after them!), butterflies, wild 

flowers, and our trees, including the vintage apple trees, are all 

doing well.  

 

Freedom from Torture charity bike ride. 

In July, there was an awareness raising and fundraising cycle 

ride from Hastings to Edinburgh – 865 miles.   It was organised 

by the charity “Freedom from Torture”. 

On each day’s ride, people were invited to join those who 

were tackling the whole route.  At many stages the cyclists 

called into, and in some cases stayed overnight, at Quaker 

Meeting Houses.  The ride through our area was from 

Lancaster to Kendal Meeting Houses on 17th July and this was 

lead by Nick Chetwood.   

There was a public meeting at Kendal Meeting House on the 

same evening as the ride visited our area.  At this 

representatives of the Freedom from Torture Charity gave a 

presentation on the need and work of the organisation. 

Brigflatts was asked to help by the organisers of this ride partly 

because of the high profile and hugely successful Ride for 

Equality and the Common Good which went from Swarthmore 

to Downing Street in August last year.  That cycle ride was 

organised by our Area meeting (with our Sally, Tess and Andy 

playing a very significant role).  

 

Your contacts at Brigflatts. 

Trustee: David Braybrook –

.......................................................... 

Clerk: Pam Coren – .......................... 

Treasurer: Peter Warner – ....................................... 

Warden: Tess Satchell – temporarily, please contact Tess 

via Sally on .......................................... 

Librarian: Peter Stephenson – ...................................... 

Funeral Coordinator: Sally Ingham – ............................. 

Burial ground:  Nick Chetwood – ................................. 

Garden: Margaret Bunch – ................................... 

Premises maintenance issues: Nick Chetwood – 

................................ 

Elders:  Sally Ingham – ................................. 

Andy Weller – .................................... 

Overseers:  Val Finch – ......................................... 

Janet Chetwood – .................. 

 

Quiet reflection in a Meeting 

Draw Breath  

Breathe in the quiet purpose of this place;  
Through outward stillness, seek a calm within.  
Here we can find forgiveness and forgive;  
Here feel the healing miracle begin.  
 
Breathe out the busy world, the teeming mind,  
The follies, fears and failures of the week;  
Breathe out contention, pettiness and pride,  
And wait in trust for that of God to speak.  
 
Breathe in communion, friend with quiet friend,  
Each drawing closer in this timeless hour;  
As all our different needs and gifts are drawn  
To the one source of comfort, love and power.  
 
Breathe out at last, to God, the heart's full thanks  
That we have seen this vision, known this grace; 
Renewed through love, let us that love extend  
Through all our daily life beyond this place. 
 
Geoffrey Weeden. 

Stop Press!  Huge congratulations to Toby Satchell.  

He has gained his degree at Leeds Beckett University in 

International Business and graduated on 18th July.   
Printed on recycled paper. 


